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Sally Yozell, Director of Marine Conservation for the Nature Conservancy's Eastern U.S. Region. Ms. Yozell has over 20 years' experience and leadership in environmental stewardship, public policy and management of marine resource and conservation programs. She is currently overseeing an integrated ecological assessment of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean.

Abstract:

The ecoregional assessment framework developed by the Nature Conservancy provides a vision of success for conserving the representative biodiversity of an ecoregion and identifies priorities for conservation action to achieve that vision. It integrates spatially explicit information on species and ecosystems of concern and threats to the integrity of those conservation targets in order to identify priority sites for ecosystem based management. Ms. Yozell will discuss the assessment process currently underway which extends from Virginia north to the Bay of Fundy and out the Canyons in the NW Atlantic Ocean. She will focus her talk on how the effort will provide a comprehensive set of data and decision support tools as a foundation for partners to develop better ecosystem based management decisions. The assessment is designed to identify a portfolio of priority sites for natural resource management and a full range of conservations strategies that will be evaluated based on ecological, social, economic and political needs of individual places. It will consider integration and connectivity strategies for fresh water and marine species such as diadromous fish, and identify areas of biodiversity in the marine environment in need of conservation or restoration. The outcome of this effort is for an integrated marine ecosystem assessment or baseline that will be accepted and used by decision makers and partners so as to improve conservation action at all levels of engagement.  

